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          ark and Peggy Sulfridge put their house on a diet 
this summer, with a little help from Jackson Energy.

Energy effi ciency upgrades recommended by Energy 
Advisor Roger Medlock cut an average of 26% from 
their monthly energy usage. The couple are also see-
ing extra money in their household budget, even after 
paying for the upgrades through a fi nancing program 
on their electric bill.

The upgrades, says Peggy Sulfridge, were long over-
due on the house, which was built more than 30 years 
ago. The energy overhaul included adding more insula-
tion, energy effi cient windows and a high effi ciency 
heat pump.

While Kentucky's electric rates are lower than the 
national average, residential bills are higher than the 
national average, which means Kentucky homes use 
more electricity than homes in other states. In other 
words, if many Kentucky home owners, like the Sul-
fridges, make energy effi ciency upgrades, they could 
see similar savings on their eneryg usage.

"We replaced our old windows and also added insula-
tion in the fl oor and ceiling to the levels that are rec-
ommended by Jackson Energy," Sulfridge adds. They 
also upgraded their 30-some-year-old heat pump.

M
Effi  ciency upgrade saves energy, dollars

                                                                                               Published by Jackson Energy Cooperative • McKee, Kentucky
                           

Working for YouJackson Energy 

JACKSON ENERGY'S 
HOW$MART program can 
help you make your home 
more energy effi  cient. 
Qualifying home owners 
can make energy effi  ciency 
upgrades that will stop air 
leaks and make their home 
more comfortable. Air leaks, 
above, let conditi oned 
air escape and raise your 
energy bills. One of the fi rst 
steps to fi nding air leaks is 
to have a blower door test 
on your home. JEC Energy 
Advisor Roger Medlock, left , 
sets up a blower door.

Continued from Page 1A
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L      ast year, the U.S. Senate - build-
ing off similar action by the United 
Nations General Assembly - desig-
nated 2012 as International Year of 
Cooperatives. As a result, coopera-
tives everywhere are celebrating 
our unique not-for-profi t, member-
owned and -controlled business 
model.

Because of that business model of 
your local electric 
co-op, you and 
everyone else 
who receives its 
electric service 
are members, 
not a customers. 
Because you and 
your fellow members govern how 
Jackson Energy operates, the top 
priority remains providing safe and 
reliable service and keeping your 
electric bills affordable. Local con-
trol also means your co-op is in the 
business of improving the quality 
of life in the local communities it 
serves, from offering college schol-
arships to advice on how you can 
make your home or business more 
energy effi cient. 

Electric co-ops are just one type of 
cooperative operating in America. 
Dairy cooperatives produce nearly 
90 percent of our nation’s milk. 
Credit unions are cooperatives, too, 
with more than 8,000 across the 
country serving 91 million consum-
ers. You can also fi nd housing, hard-
ware, and even funeral co-ops.

Some agricultural marketing co-
operatives have become household 

names: Sunkist, Ocean Spray, and 
Blue Diamond Almonds, for ex-
ample.

Together, all of us are a key part of 
our local economy. Jackson Energy 
provides good jobs to folks who 
live right here - your neighbors and 
friends. Your local electric co-op 
delivers goods and services that 
keep our communities humming. 

Jackson Energy reg-
ularly gets involved 
with helping our 
schools and commu-
nity organizations.

The user-owned, 
not-for-profi t nature 

of the co-op business model means 
that Jackson Energy's overriding 
goal is to provide you with the best 
deal on the most reliable service 
possible.

While not a new concept - Benja-
min Franklin started the fi rst coop-
erative, the Philadelphia Contribu-
tionship for the Insurance of Houses 
from Loss by Fire, in 1752 (it still 
operates today) - the cooperative 
form of business continues as an 
integral part of our lives each day.

That's why at Jackson Energy, we 
like to say we're Working for You.

Don Schaefer
President & CEO
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JACKSON ENERGY MEMBERS
can get help with paying for en-
ergy effi ciency upgrades through 
the following rebates and pro-
grams.

Heat Pump Tune-Up - A heat 
pump tune-up includes a check 
of your heat pump system and 
some minor repairs to the duct-
work. There is a $50 charge per 
HVAC unit, but the total work 
completed is valued at more than 
$300. As a result of the work, air 
leaks through the duct work is 
usually reduced to 10% or less.

Butt on Up - Install additional 
insulation or other weatheriza-
tion upgrades to reduce the heat 
loss in the home, and Jackson 
Energy will help you pay for the 
upgrades with a rebate.

The home must be two years old 
or older and have electric heat. 
The maximum rebates for the 
Button Up program is $300.

How$martKY - Qualifying home 
owners can fi nance energy effi -
ciency upgrades on their electric 
bill. The upgrades can include 
adding new windows, upgrading 
insulation levels and installing a 
new energy effi cient heat pump.

For more information on these 
and other program, log on to
www.jacksonenergy.com, or call
1 800-262-7480.

Co-op programs
help pay for

energy upgrades

Continued from Page 1A
WHERE TO BEGIN
Sulfridge says Roger Medlock, a 
Jackson Energy energy advisor, 
was instrumental in helping them 
through the process.

Medlock did a blower door test of 
the house, which pinpoints problem 
area and air leaks.

One of the major culprits for suck-
ing air and energy dollars out of 
the house turned out to be the pull 
down stairs for the attic, Sulfridge 
says.

Part of their upgrades included 
building an insulated box around 
the stairs, which will stop heat loss 
this winter.

Insulati on stops air leaks 
 When the work was fi nished, Sul-
fridge says it was "exciting to open 
our fi rst bill and still see that we had 
saved while also fi nancing the new 
additions. That was great."

As a result of the upgrades, the 
Sulfridges are saving an average of 
520 kWh per month on their energy 
bills.

"When we purchased our home in 
2000," Sulfridges adds, "we added a 
few inches of insulation, but not to 
the levels recommended by Jackson 
Energy... I see now that if we had 
taken these steps at that time, we 
could have saved a lot of money 
over the years."

INSULATING PULL-DOWN atti  c stairs, as recommended in the above diagram, can help 
eliminate a major air leak in many homes.

Hatch lid pushes up and 
out of the way for access

Rigid insulation 
plus batt equaling
R-38 (recommended)

Air seal
gasket

Trim

Insulation dams 
prevent loose-fill 
insulation from 
falling through 
access

Attic scuttle                 

Attic Hatch
A home’s attic access is often an area where poor
insulation and improper sealing causes air leaks
that can increase the monthly electric bill.

One common type of access is the scuttle hole
or attic hatch, which is simply a removable
portion of the ceiling that allows access to the
attic. Many times this is located in a closet or
main hallway.

If the attic hatch is not sealed properly, the
result is that during the cold months the heat
from the living space escapes into the attic.
During hot months, the blistering heat from 
the attic infiltrates into your home. 

This causes the heating and cooling system to
work extra hard, and reduces overall comfort in
the home. 

The good news is that this can be eliminated
with a little effort.

First, make sure that the piece of ceiling dry-
wall or wood that is used for the hatch is level
and flat to ensure a tight fit.

Install weather stripping on the sides of the
hatch on the inside of the trim where the hatch
rests. Attach 2 or more inches of rigid foam
board to the attic side of the hatch, using glue
and screws. Make sure the foam board has one-
fourth inch clearance on the sides so it is easier
to push the hatch out of the way for access.

Finally, glue the paper side of a piece of fiber-
glass batt insulation to the top of the last layer
of rigid insulation. Try to achieve the same total
R-value as the rest of the ceiling (R-38), keeping
in mind that rigid foam has an insulation value
of R-5 per inch.

These steps will eliminate the air infiltration
and plug a major hole in the ceiling.

Attic Hatch
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      unding youth programs and 
community projects has been a fo-
cus for Jackson Energy's Operation 
Round-Up program since it began 
in 2003.

High Mountain Equine Outreach, 
which offers local young people the 
opportunity to learn skills by work-
ing with horses, recently received a 
$1,500 Operation Round-Up grant.

More than $100,000 doanted

Since the voluntary program began 
in 2003, more than $100,000 has 
been donated to area non-profi t 
groups and community projects.

Operation Round-Up funds are 
donated by Jackson Energy mem-
bers, who voluntarily have their 
electric account rounded up to an 
even dollar amount each month. For 
example if a bill was $135.62, the 
bill would be rounded to $136 and 
the extra 38¢ would be donated to 
the Round-Up fund.

Any individual or community group 
can apply for funding, and grant ap-
plications are reviewed each quater 
by a seven-member board made up 
of co-op members.

For more information, log on to
www.jacksonenergy.com or call 1 
800-262-7480.

JACKSON ENERGY'S Operati on Round-Up program recently presented a $1,500 grant 
to the High Mountain Equine Outreach program in Jackson County. The program off ers 
equine programs to area young people. Presenti ng the check to High Mountain Equine 
representati ves Christi e and Mitch Schumacher were Jackson Energy Directors Jim Hays 
III, left , and Dale Madden, right.

Operati on
Round-Up

funds projects

Commitment to Community

F

Deadline to 
apply for the
2012 JEC
Scholarship
program is
March 1

Looking for a way to pay for college? Jackson Energy would like to 
help with a $1,200 scholarship.

Appliacti ons are now being accepted for the Scholarship Essay 
Program. For more informati on, contact Haley McCoy at 1 800-262-
7480, ext. 1226.


